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BUSY BODY. 


NUMBER VII, 


To be continued every Tuespay, Tuurspay, and Sarurpay. 


[ Price TWO-PENCE. ] 


TUESDAY, Odober the 224, 1759.” 


Nam genus et proavos et que non fecimus ipfi, 
Vix ea nofira Ovip. 


To the Author of the Busy Bopy. 


Sys HE circumitantial account you lately communi- 
ye 8 f@ cated to the public of the genealogy of the Buly 
Bodies, induces me to believe, that I have the 


Wepeeee honour of belonging to a branch of that exten- 
five family. I have often heard my father, old Peter Ubiquift, 
relate wonderful ftorics of his coufin Jack Bufy Body, the ce- 
lebrated comedian, in whofe pedigree, which he left my fa- 
ther as a precious legacy, my mother’s name, Marplot, is graft- 


ed on almoft every fprig. But the ftrongedt teftimony, I can 


alledge, in fupport of my pretenfions, is the exact fimilitude 
of 
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38 The BU S¥ BODY. — Numb. 7. 
of manners, and that intriguing fpirit, which fo eminently dif- 
played itfelf in the conduct of my parents, and which wholly 
charaéterifes mine. | 
Oxp Peter was firft bound ’prentice to an eminent taylor at 
St. Alban’s; but finding a fedentary life unfuitable to his 
active difpofition, eloped three days after figning the inden- 
tures, and, notwithftanding three advertifements, in which 
his name, age, and more efpecially a remarkable figure, were 
exaétly fpecified, got fafe to this great metropolis. Here, af- — 
ter much enquiry, he difcovered a diftant relation, who kept 
a bookfeller’s fhop in the Strand. Being admitted into the 
family, his fprightly temper foon recommended him to his 
patron, who thought him a fit perfon to run on errands ‘aud 
perform other by-iobs. What an agreeable furprize to a 
youth of his lively caft to be a witnefs to the ingenious 
frauds practifed in the literary world ! To fee a Grub-ftreet 
writer aflume the title of a bifhop, or perfonate a captain 


-of a man of war; correfpond familiarly with minifters and 


generals, whom he had never feen; write farces, and palm 
them on a man of honour ; in a word, tranflate original pa- 
pers from the French, though he underftood not one fyllable 
of that idiom; and then in order to fell his work, get it burnt 
by the hangman of Bruffels or Avignon. Young Peter could 
not refrain his fatyrical humour on thefe occafions, and dif- 
played his vein to fuch extravagance, that he was turned out 
of doors with difgrace. A fertile genius is never at a lofs to 
find out ways and means. My father turned politician, which 
fcience, though it has been the ruin of many an upholfterer, 
proved highly beneficial to one, who had a talent of exerting 
it to the beft advantage. He did not fpend his leifure in 
forming {chemes for the payment of national debts by a 
lottery or new tax. Jacob Henriques, with his {even blefled 
daughters, had already ufurped that province. At all hours 
of the day he made his appearance in the moft bufy places ; 

would 
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Numb. 7. The BUSY BODY. 39 
would mix with the merchants on ‘Change, the brokers in 
Exchange-Alley, the French Hugonots at Slaughter’s, and. 
was always fure by the evening to have a budget full of news. 
This intelligence, whether true or falfe, he retailed to the - 
Advertifers. He has often alarmed the town with an intend- 
ed invafion, nay, has landed fifteen thoufand men on the 
coaft of Suffex, and difturbed the reft of a noble lord at two 
.o’clock inthe morning. He conftantly funifhed the Wh--t--] 
Evening-Pott with frefh advice from his correfpendents, efpe- 
cially when the foreign packets were detained by contrary 
winds. He could fill up a gap with the recital of a fcuffle 
between four young {parks and a couple of decrepit watchmen : 
A broken leg, or fraétured fkull, gave him no great fatisfac- 
tion; but a murder, attended with bloody circumftances, was 
a moft agreeable piece of news ; and he took as much delight 
in a.rape, as the perfon who committed it. Some years be- 
fore, he had taken to himfelf as lawful wife, Ann Marplot, 
as notable a woman as was then known in her neighbourhood. 
She had been difmiffed from half a dozen houfes for having 
negleéted holy David’s precept, of keeping a guard on her 
tongue; but this open difpofition of mind ferved only to in- 
gratiate her the more with Peter Ubiquift, They were fo 
bufy the firft week of their marriage, that at the end of eight 
months and fourteen days my mother was happily delivered 
-of a fine boy. She now gloried in her virtuous fecundity, 
and thought herfelf fo much above the commonalty of her 
fex, that fhe grew intolerable, not only to the young mar- 
riageable girls, but even to thofe that were already engaged in 
that happy ftate. I have fince been creditably informed, that 
within the {pace of two years, fhe had’ occafioned four di-+ 
-vorces, and prevented twenty marriages; at which time find- 
ing her whole ftrength well-nigh exhaufted, the fought fome 


repofe in the next world, as fhe had met with none in this. 
For 
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40 The BUSY BODY. Numb. 
For my part, fince I firft enjoyed the ufe of memory, I know 
I paft very few idle hours, though I cannot recolle& that I 
let loofe many Marmofets, or broke much china. In a word, 
the firft remarkable circumftance that diftinguifhed me in the 
world, was owing to a country-clection, where I exerted my 
abilities to fuch a degree, founded the Words Liberty and Pro- 
perty with fuch an Emphafis, and exclaimed fo terribly againft 
the Jews, that, after many contefts, I carried the point in be- 
half of a candidate, who had it in his power to befriend me, 
againft a perfon, who had nothing to recommend him but an 
incorruptible attachment to the laws and liberties of his coun- 
try. I muft not forget, that I was in great meafure indebted 
for my fuccefs to the fierce countenance of fourfcore Irith 
chairmen, whom, to keep peace and decorum, I had ordered 
down from London, fome with their poles, and others with 
oak-faplings, My patron loaded me with carefles, and on my 
return to the capital, procured me a genteel employment, 
which, however, he has fince converted into a fine-cure, not 
being able to difpenfe with my fervices on more important 
occafions, though (what few of my fellow-penfioners can fay, 
I am neither his {py nor pimp. His favours have enabled me 
to lead a life entirely conformable to my natural difpofition. 
I rife early in the morning, and fuck in the fews as frefh 
and as hot as my coffee. I trace out the occupations of the 
enfuing day, mark the number of vifits, take down a lift of 
military and civil promotions, and ecclefiaftical preferments, 
call on Tom Medler, Joe Politic, or fome other entertaining 
friend. Within thefe two months I have paid eight hundred 
and forty-fix vifits, and diftributed five hundred cards: I 
have complimented fixty officers on the honour his majefty 
has done them, forty clergymen on prefentations, indutions, 
and tranflations. On examining my memorandum-book this 
morning, I calculated, that fince my firft appearance in the 


genteel world, I have paid my compliments of congratulation _ 
to 
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Numb. 7, The BUSY BOD'Y. 
to five hundred and fixty bridegrooms together with their 
brides, have affifted at a thoufand chriftenings, and condoled, 
in form, with two thoufand families on the deceafe of a pa- 
rent, or near relation. But the moft furprizing circumftance 
is, that, on any occafion, whether joyous or mournful, I have 
never yet been at a lofs for a compliment grave or ferious, a 
repartee, or a pun, which I have always found of vaft re- 
fource to enliven a drooping converfation. It is true, that I 
have learnt the beft part of Joe Miller and Killigrew by heart; 
that I have felected thirty epigrams, ten conundrums, nine 
acroftics, and as many riddles. _ By jumbling thefe together, 
and having them always at command, I am efteemed in all 


companies as one of the moft witty perfons of the age; the 


_moft judicious, and the moft entertaining. I have picked up 


fome information during the courfe of my rambles, which I 


fhall take care to communicate to you. 
] nave raked up all the fcandal that ufually attends at 


card and tea-tables, and fuch other idle places. I verily be- 
lieve the ladies of q----y have already afforded fufficient mat- 
ter to compofe a new Atalantis. A pious, lady of fixty-three, 
as I could conjecture, though fhe only owned to be forty, 
imparted to me feveral new adventures of M---s K----y 
F---r, at which fhe exprefied her higheft indignation, and 
feverely inveighed againit the degeneracy and bad tafte of 
the age. My female acquaintance have an unexhaufted fund 
of raillery and perfonal defamation, while our own’ fex are | 
chiefly buried in affairs of feemingly greater importance, We 
have lately eftablifhed fix magazines in a country, where it 
was thought the Pruffians muft infallibly ftarve ; we have 
paved a plain road through a morafs, confidered hitherto as 
impracticable, and have in it a paflage through a rocky moun- 
tain, which might have obitructed the rapid proprefs of the 
king of Pruffia, after having repulfed the Ruffians, and de- 
feated marfhal Daun. It would be» a: pity fuch difcoveries 

ihould 
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42 ‘ -The BU B O D Numb. 7. 
fhould efcape the notice of a Bufy Body, who is more pro- 


. perly denominated by his curious.and wonderful aGions, than 
ue the very name he bears. | 
it To convey my intelligence in the moft impartial manner, 
| | and through the pureft channels, .fhall always be the chief 
| endeavour of, 


SIR, 
Your affectionate kinfiman, 
‘THOMAS UBIQuisT. 
On the taking of QUEBEC. 

at! | MIDST the clamour of exulting joys, 

ait ; Which triumph forces from the patriot heart ; 
rth Grief dares to mingle her foul-piercing voice, 

ia And quells the raptures which from pleafures ftart ; 
| O Wo re, to thee a ftreaming flood of woe 

4 i Sighing we pay, and think e’en conqueft dear, 

; i QUEBEC in vain {hall teach our breait to glow,. 

4 h Whilft thy fad fate extorts the heart-wrung tear. 

‘ 

i i Alive the foe thy dreadful vigour fled, 

1 hy And faw thee fall with joy-pronouncing eyes ; 

i 1 Yet they fhall know thou conquereft, the’ dead! 

ii | Since from thy tomb a thoufand heroes rife. 

4 
ay 4 _ *,* In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr. 
; if Portincer, my publifher, at the Duaciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion’ © 
j WW to jis own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden Af: in his thop, 
i | a. to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions will make his 
f | Afs as famous for igs wit, as Bution’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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